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SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nr. President, this was a simple little
clarification bill that came to the Education Committee early in
the session. I am sure we will be able to dispose of it in just
a few minutes here and get it advanced on, right , Se n a t o r L yn c h ?
The Education Committee heard the bill. We had a credibly large
public h earing and the Education Committee was favorably
impressed with the goals of the bill as introduced. We did feel
that the bill, as introduced, was probably too ambitious for
this Legislature to pass in this session. The goal s o f t h e b i l l
as originally introduced were in a one-year period to place the
average teacher's salary in the State of Neb r a s ka nu mb er on e
among contiguous states. In addition to that, there was a
$50 million component in the bill calling for money to b e u s e d
xn the area of property tax relief for a one-year appropriation
of $150 million. The Education Committee felt that that was too
large a chunk of money to deal with in one year. We d i d no t
want to get i nto an auction sort of situation where we would
just arbitrarily cut some dollars off. So what w e di d a s a
committee is we adopted a philosophical rationale for amending
t he b i l l d own . Wha t t he bi l l wi l l do now, if the committee
amendments are adopted and the bill is advanced, it will do the
same thing for elementary-secondary teachers in our state that
we did last year for instructors in higher education. L ast y e a r
i n h i gh e r ed uc at i on , we b e ga n a pr o ce ss t o ph as e i n salary
increases so that our professors will be at the midpoint of
their peer group. At the conclusion of this biennial budget,
our professors at the university and state colleges will be paid
at the midpoint of their individual peer group. This b i l l w i l l
do a s r oug h l y t he sam e sort of...this amendment will do as
roughly the same sort of thing for elementary-secondary teachers
a s we can do . I f t h i s b i l l . ..amendment is adopted, at t h e en d
of the biennium, our elementary-secondary teachers will be paid
close to the midpoint of the contiguous states. Where th e b i l l
originally called for a one-time $100 million appropriation,
what we ar e sayi ng with the committee amendments i s t h at
$40 mi l l i on wi l l b e app r op r i a t ed this year, an addi tional
35 million next year. That will put $75 million of state money
in the area of paying teachers' salaries. That will bring them
to the midpoint of the contiguous group. Also in the committee
amendments, the committee felt that there are other proposals
this session dealing with property tax relief, o ther p r opo s a l s
dealing with state aid to education. We struck the fourth part
of this bill which called for an increase in state aid t o
education. We also, there was. ..now the teacher salary proposal
was to came in three phases, the first phase to be a guaranteed

2255


